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The Primaries Enter into the Conservative South

Huckabee and McCain fight to win South Carolina
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Jim Hanks, with a beard and long, white hair, embodies the dream of every European journalist who has recently landed in the south U.S. in search of a caricature.  He is cloaked with a jacket in the colors of the confederate flag, red with a blue cross and white stars.  A cap covers his head, which is also printed with the confederate flag.  And guess which flag he waves in his hand...  

“The flag is a symbol of liberty and resistance against tyranny”, affirms Hanks before embarking on a story of South Carolina history, the first state to declaring secession.  The proslavery south lost the Civil War, and for some the wounds of the war have not finished healing.

The tyrant then was Abraham Lincoln, continues Hanks, stationed with his flags and several placards in a street of the capital, Columbia, that have been taken over for the presidential races.  "Now we have a dictator in series, that changes every four years", he repeats.  And he notes:  "We are going to secede again".  

Some motorists threw insults at him.  The confederate flag has racist connotations.  Jim Hanks could be an eccentric.  But his gestures reflect an extended attachment to regional particularities.  

South Carolina is different. It is the first southern state that votes in the presidential primaries for next November.  The evangelical Christians are majority.  Since 1980, the republicans that have won the primary here, have been chosen from the rest of the candidates for as their delegate for the White House race. 
The Evangelicals- more than the half of Republican voters in this state, according to estimates - will depend on today’s results in South Carolina, the last primary before Florida and the group of twenty of elections of February 5.  

The senator and Vietnam hero, John McCain, and the former governor of Arkansas and Baptist pastor, Mike Huckabee, lead as the favorites.  

At first sight, Christians conservative should be inclined for the unpretentious one, Huckabee.  Many are Southern Baptists, like Huckabee.  McCain had difficulty here in the 2000 Primary: the current president, George W. Bush was  carried by the religious right and won the Republican nomination.  

Oran Smith President of the Family Council of South Carolina, an association that acts, as a research center and a lobby opposed, among others things, to the abortion, to the premarital sex, and to the marriage among homosexuals.  

To the evangelical, Smith state, McCain who was victorious in New Hampshire, is not convincing.  But he has virtue: he can beat the democratic candidate, Hillary Clinton.  In Smith’s opinion, there are no doubts that she will be the democratic candidate for the White House.  

"Here – he says in their office in the center of Columbia- almost everyone believes in political system based on values.  And the number one value, now, is:  Who can defeat to Hillary?"
Smith is a Presbyterian, but has studied in depth the Southern Baptist faith.  "What differentiates Southern Baptists from the rest is that they believe the Bible is the literal word of God, and they also believe that every Christian should share its message with humanity", Smith explains.  

Now the southern Baptists are divided.  To many, the economic populism of Huckabee, the winner in Iowa at the beginning of January, and their skepticism of George W. Bush’s foreign policy, makes them pine for a Democrat.  

"For me the religion is somewhat personal.  I do not like religion to enter campaigns. ", says Thomas Wilds, 28, an undecided voter who attended a McCain rally in Columbia.  Among the public, those who are veterans are McCain’s most faithful voters.  "International terrorism and the protection of our borders worries me, " points out Ron Spell, a 59-year-old real estate agent.  

As the McCain rally concludes, Jim Hanks protests at the exit with his flags and placards.  In a reads itself:  "John McCain hates South Carolinians ".  Why?  The Arizona senator had criticized that the confederate flag was hung over the capitol dome in Columbia, a controversy that has been reignited again.  

In South Carolina, the red flag with a blue cross was a taken off the dome of the Capitol at the beginning of the decade.  And now it hangs from a mast in front of stairs at the entrance of the capitol. 
